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"Wish I'd taken off my dark glasses todayu 

LEAD-IN 

The sanctity of' many prehistoric sites is being needlessly 
and often criminally attacked by either the ignorant ot the 
wilfullY evilo I wish to draw attention here to the de�ecration 
of Oxforshine's Rollright Stoneso The stone circle is the 
property of Pauline Flick, who is so disturbed b�,r goings OJ.1. :at 
the site that she spends each weekend mounting guard over the 
stones from her neJ:r,rcy_·:q-ot:ifc.tg�-9. ·and· T U;t1J:te·r9tLm.=d·that··a: $pecial 
watch was being kept· on ··H-idsummer· Night ... In fact ·a noti.ce on the 
gate now forbids 'entry "t6-''the� 'circt'e ··af·ter. "sunset'"" and oef"ore 
sunrise. 

Not only has this sad state of affairs been commented upon 
in the Daily Telegraph and The Wiccan, but I've received two 
letters drawing my attention to this particular scene od des­
polilation. Reports state that not only do visitors hack off 
fragments from the limestone megaliths, but that blac1{ magic 
rites have taken place -- including the sacrifice of a puppy. 

Of couBse, this idiocy here is "by no means isolated, but the 
stones' legendary importance and nearness to a main road make 
them particularly vulnerable to every form of vandalism. 'rhose 
willing to help protect the stones in any way may contact Miss 
Flick at 1 Sparkes Cottages� Graham Terrace, London SW1. 

***** 



THE DRAGONS OF NORWICH 

by DO�EN VALIENTE 

In Norwich Castle Museum are two splendid effigies of dragons, 
which used to be carried about the city in festival processions. 

2. 

In earliest times, the presence of the dragon, known as "Snap", was 
officially accompanied by the Mayor and Corporation, as recorded in 
The Book of Days, by Robert Chambers (1869). In 1835, an Act of Parl­
iament which abolished various old usages, put an end to this. 

However, the popularity of the dragon on festival days continued in 
No11wich up until at least the 1890s • . A:n old photograph shows "Snap" on 
such an occasion, o.ccompanied by a mock "Mayor and Corporation" .• 

"Snap:i used to perform all sorts of' humorous tricks, such as taking 
off the hats of unwary spectators in his jaws. The owner of the haD 
then hac1 to redeeu it for a pe1my, or such sum as they cared to 
give; and the money went to local charities. 

According to the account in The Book of Days, referred to above, 
when the of:i�'icial procession arrived at Norwich Cathedral, "Snap" 
used to wait outside, seating himself on a stone called "the dragon's 
stone", until the service was concluded and the procession moved off 
again. Could this have been an old mark stone? 

rrhe two dragon effigies in Nor�7ich Castle Museum today are not the 
only ones. Another is being restore d by the Museum experts; and there 
is believed to be a f'ourth, though its present whereabouts are 
urucnovm. So a member of the Museum staff told me, on a recent visit. 

The effigies are so constructed that they can be worked by a man 
walking inside them. One is painted red, and the other green, both 
being embellished by gold-tip?ed scales, long tails, and a �earsome 
head witb sna]ying jaws. They are as handsome a pa ir of dragons as 
anyone could wish to see, in this day and age. 

vVhy the �ersistence and popularity of the dragon in Norwich? Is it 
coimected with the "dragon-power" that flows along the leys? 

Alfrec� Watl-cins remarkB in The Old Straight Track on one ley which 
runs fi'om Norwich via Fishley Church, three other churches and a 
castle� to Caistor-next-Yarmouth, its nearest fishing port. 

Norv;ich has a famous collection of' civic regalia and plate, now 
housed in the City Hall. Among these things is a beauti:ful jewelled 
mace � dating fro� the 16th Century; and this is ornamented by four 
dragons upholdinf a crovrn. 

As No�wich occupies a central position in Norfolk, with roads 
leading to it from all directions, it is tempting to see in these 
four dragon s a symbolic re:9resentation of the four quarters; north, 
south, cast and west. 

Norwich Castle, now the centre of the city_, stands on a large, 
partly artificial mound. George Borrow described it thus in Lavel}.gro 

(1851): " Its mighty mound, which, if tradition speaks true, was 
raised by human hands to serve as the grave heap of an old heathen 
l{ing, "�Nho sits deep within it, with hie sworo_ in his hand, ancL his · 

gold and silver· treasures about him.:: 

This mound could be justly described as the centre of Norrolk. Is 
this why it was associated with the symbol of the dragon? 



.fl . 
The B?ol� .9:f_pa_ys describes drae;ons like those at Norvrich being 

:frequently featured_ in old_-time :festival pl..,ocessions. However? I 
do not know of any others being preserved until the present day. 
Perhaps some other readers do? 

A very lively modern dr2gon is the one which accompanies the 
Chanctonbury Rinc; Horris Men� nhen they perform their dances in 
Sussex. He is not so elaborately constructed. as old nsnap';, but he 
makes a brave sh0\"1 all the same. 

�arly on May D�y morning, every.year, the hlor�is Men dance 
through the streets of' shoreham, Susr!.ex. They we re there at 6- �0 
a.mo this year� as usual, carrying green branches in their hands; 
and of course the Shoreh�rg_�Herald, re�[_]orting the proceedings, 
com:oented on th8 f'$.ct that they alYlays sc::emed to get fine weather 
for the celebration, and remarl�ed that athere might be something 
in the old f'er·tility rites e.f'tcr all!" 

@X.)���® lflf�:XY.J ::J 1Xgj 
----·---- --

.ALL .AROUND STOHEH�_:NGE 

Though the monument of Stonehenge is :f2..mous all over the VTOl..,ld, 
very few people seem to know about the other sites that uent to 
make U) the Stonehenge complex. How many are aware that only two 
miles aYJay was a huge henge monument with o_n. area laree:" than Ave­
bury? Imagine Avebury without its stones around the edges, a Qitch 
L!Df't o Vlide and 20ft. deep and a bc:.nk that must have been ver"Jr sim­
ilar, and you Vli 11 h2.ve a picture of VJhat the henge lcnovvn as 
Dur:r.'"'ington Walls looked like. But Durrington had about 300 more 
feet c1ie..meter than Avebury. 

It was while I was on a visit to Wooehenge, about two miles from 
Stonehenge, that I experienced a com1)elling urge to walk up the 
road towards Dtlrrin,ston. I had to sit dov.rn n the grass verge, and 
I had the strange feeling that people were all around me, goin2· abo-:xi� 
the normal tas!cs of livingo Once again I seemed to hearbagpipes 
playing like the ri��le of little bells as I had heara at Stone­
henge. I coulC �lmost hear th�ir voices, and I looked round as if' t� . . · 

they would appear b�fore me, but only the skylarks were singing , 
and -t�he modern ch2.riot s -vvhizzed. "by me. 

I walked the 300 or so yards back to Woodhenge, and. I s:::t dov,-n on 
one of the concrete posts there and looked at the map and saw that 
I had. incleed br;en sitting down in the mic1C'lt.e of a gigantic earth­
\"lorJc, and I could imagine what it must have lbeekect li�re. Nov; I had 
felt that Vloo011enge had been some sort of two-storey observato1')y, 
although I couldn't get a visual J?icture of it. ;rhere had been an 
enclosure in the fiel� nearby� a now vanished long barrow and 
round barrows alongside the road. These can be seen on air .pictures 
of' VlooC.l1enge. 

In 1966�67 � as the ro2�cl which rnn§ through Durrington V'lalls· was 
going to bn �ltered to remove a dangerous bend, excavations were 
carried out Glong the strip that was gains to ba the n0w section 
of l�oac1, an<i it involved about 1 50 �)eople ane_ large ma c hinery o 'rhe 
Citch proved to be so vast that it �Jarfed the WJ chanic al excav­
ators removing the up�}er silts, and the ba:nlc \7as 100 feet wideo 
T"v�.�o smaller henges were founc1 vrithin the li:rrdts o:f the e xc avation, 
and about 1cwt of' pottery sherds circa2,00B.Ce Thio is remarkable 



4. 

in such a small area, and there must have been domestic occupation 
on this site. There waN also signs of Neolithic occ�pation before the 
site was built. I feel drawn to this place likB a magnet, and I think 
that this site should be fully excavated before it is too late. 

Stonehenge must have been very puny beside this earthwork, and one 
feels that here was the nerve centre of the \Vhole complex. I feel 
also that there were some standing stones set up somewhere inside thg 
earthwork, and there were stones set up on the downs although they 
may have only been solitar y markstones, and two of them are still 
to be seen at Bulford; one in the river, the other nearly on a hill­
side. And there appears to be another henge of the Woochenge type on 
Silk Hill, Brigmerston, about three miles N.-E. of Durrington Walls 
on the other side of the Avon. There are mayy burial mounds in the 
area. About half a mile north of Stonehenge are two curious earth­
worlts known as cursus, and there many of these in Britain connected 
with henge-type monuments. The larger cursus is. about 3,030 yards 
long and over 100 feet wide; the smaller about 400 yard� by 50 fe0t. 
The larger seems to be o .. ligned t;ov-rard Woodhenge and Durrington V/alls. ' · ... 
These earthworks are a puzzle, and theories about them range from 
processional ways, games areas, to landing strips for fl:,ring craft. 

In the military zone to the north of Stonehenge, is a Neolithic 
earthwork known as Robin Hood's Ball, and it is near Rolleston Camp. 
The name of this earthwork is very interesting, as I keep bumping 
into Robin Hood as the name of' ancient earthworks and burial mounds 
all over the place and far from Nottingham. There is an ancient 
earthvvork in J.,ongleat near Cley Hill at Warminster known as Robin 
Hood's Bower, and I suspect this name is derived from a far older 
one, and it may have been Robin How or something like that, and only 
became Robin Hood after the Sherwood outlaw became known in tales 
much later. However, that is just another trail to follow. Also the 
"Ballu is intriguing, as surely this refers to the sun, unless there 
is a local reason for the name. 

Then there are the numerous burial mounds strung out across the 
plain around Stonehenge, anQ some of' them form cemeteries, and I have 
spent many happy hours wandering among these mounds. A strange thing 
is the variety of' round barrows, and one cannot help feel_ing there 
was a reason for these different types -- and it was a scientific 
reason. When the crowds make work at Stonehenge difficult and the 
atmosphere is destroyed, I usually steal away to one of the barrow 
cemeteries, and I have found a place where one can "�Natch the dawn 
coming up over Stonehenge with the a tmosphere charged as it used to 
be, for it is in a little hollow on an ancient track used by the 
people of Stonehenge as they visited the cemetery, and Stonehenge 
shows on the horizon. 

Last sut1mer I ·was invited to sec the dawn at Stonehenge with some 
people who were making a film about our ancient places and the poss­
ible tie-up with U]iQs. They had permission to enter. the circle, and 
I jumped at the chance to see the dawn once more :from there as it 
had been a long time since I had dome this. It proved to be a lovely 
dawn, and people were wall-cing around outside trying to get in, and 
wondering how we hac managed. it. There was a faint mist and a good 
atmosphere, and I thought it well worth getting up #or not long 
after we had gone to bed. 

Before the era of' burglar alarms, we used to go often to spend 
hours o:f darkness therc9 and. would pop out on a moonlit night when 
the tourists were all gone and the place became something more like 
an ancient place of mystery. "V·!e had a few strange experiences there, 
and one night a round light appeared on one of the trilithons, and 
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kept gping on and off at regular intervals, and we could find not­
hing to account for it. It was an eerie light , but not one of us felt 
frightened, as we always felt that there was nothing evil in this 

· place . There was the time as twilight fell when we heard footsteps 
going around outsid e the circle yet we could see no one. Another 
time when I flashed a torch on one of the trilithons from inside 
the circle, the head and shoulders of a man appeared on it, moved 
about , and seemed to be struggling to speak to us. One of our 
party complained of a headache. He was leaning against one of the 
uprights; someon0 pulled him away and the headache vanished. It was 
then that we felt the only evil that we ever experienced there , for 
the place \Vent cold as death --- and I couldn't move. There was no 
one the re but us, and someone said : " I  think we are being told to go." 
Everyone noticed a strange clicking noiBe coming from the stones. 
It wasn't the noise they make as they cool after a hot day. We had 
been ofte n e nough to be used to the noises that we re na tural , but 
this was very diff'e rent. We started runuing, and as we left the 
circle a strange whirring noise shot heavenwards as if a g i ant cath­
erine wheel had gone spinning upwards. We were over the fence and 
into the car and away --the last one getting in as the car was moving. 
We all had a. strong drin..lc when we got home. As He sat in my kitchen 
recovering a figure of a woman materialized by the door, dressed in 
yellow, having long plaited hair, wearing a headresss similar to an 
ancient Egyptian. She was ve ry tall and was smiling at us. I had 
the impression that the re had been some sort of struggle between 
good and evil that night. After she had vanished I felt a reassuring 
touch on my shoulders. As a result of this we had to escort one of · .1. 
the younger girls home, and she never came to Stonehenge with us 
again� 

There were other experiences_but there is no room for them here. 

Fow try to picture Stonehenge itself as it used to be. First let 
us look at the avenue that led up to it from the river. The banks 
were probably about 5 to 6 feet high, and the ground was slightly 
raised, and the ditch being on the outside would make the banks look 
higher :from outside. The first stone at t he end of the avenue would 
be the heelstone with its little ditch and bank around it. This was. 
probably to show that this stone was not to be touched, and an area 
was marked off by the ditch to keep people on the other side. A 
serpent head was carve d on this stone and it looked along the ditch 
of the circle. There were other pictures and symbols on this stone, 
and it was itself a symbol. There were probably at least two other 
stones betwe en this one and the entrance to the circle. I get an 
impression that people touched and maybe danced around these two 
stones. There were wooden posts just past these, and I can '.t say 
what these were, but they were carved with symbols. 



Then there was the high earthen wall, about 5 or 6 feet high, a 
ditch and a little wall about 2ft. high on the outer side of it. I 
think that :flowers grew al�ng.this wall, or they were put there in 
pots. This was around the entrance. area.· There-- was a gate9 and just 
inside the entrance the stone knovm· as -the slaughter stone w·ould 
have been standing up on · the l:e:ft, ·and it would be interesting to 
know what pictures we-re on it. Strange as it may seem, I :feel that 
there was a small tree that had been specialiy trained to _a certain 
shape growing mn the right side of the entrance opposite the 
slaughter stone. I was puzzled by this impression, and almost �is­
regarded it, until I realized that all the ancient religions were 
connected with trees and sacred groves, and there are carvings of 
trees that have been trained tn many ancient temples. There may well 
have been other snia1l tress growing inside the area enclosed by the 
wall. The stones would have sparkled and glinted in the sunshine, 
and the pictures were all in colour9 and the lintels may have had 
some form of picture writing on them, As one walked towards the 
circle, the pictures would change in a mysterious fashion, and one 
would see pictures of the "Sky Godsn on the inner trilithons. 

6. 

People wonder if there had been any stones down the avenue, but I 
douht it, as there are no banks along the avenue at Avebury or any o:f 
the other avenues that I know. I think that the earth walls were 
instead of stones; it would have been a long way to fetch so many 
stones all the way f:--om the Marlborough. Downs, although I have no 
doubt that if .stones had been essential then they would have been 
brought, out there would have been �t least one or two remaining 
along the avenue. Perhaps the builders felt that it would do to pile 
up earth which was handy than get stones. 

Some people with psychic powers haye added extra circles around that 
of Stonehenge, and one of them added a wooden circle around outside 
the outur stones, but there is no archaeological evidence for this. 
If any posts had been there then there would have been traces of the 
post holes. I know that archaeologists are very thorough-and they do 
not miss anything when they excavate. If anyone doubts this I would 
advise them to be present at a dig, and then they would see that this 
has now been brought to a :fine art. I have learnt a lot from watch­
ing them at work, asking questions and using my own powers of obser­
vation. But anyway, as the pictures depended on the sun to make them 
work there would be nothing in front of them. 

Now let me say a word about the general layout of the complex of. 
earthworks that make up the whole o Durrington Walls compares with .-..• 
Mount Pleasant at Dorchester (Dorset), Stonehenge with Maumbury Ring 
and all the stone circles around Dorchester, Robin Hood's Ball with 
the Neolithic enclosure on Maiden Castle and Windmill Hill near 
Avebury, for all three earthworks show evidence of the same usage; 
not permanent occupation, but occasional gathering places for round­
ing up cattle, or for pilgrimages at certain times for ceremonies at 
the stone circles, or even sporting evonts9 perhaps a little -of each. 

I will write about other cursus sites in another article. Now I 
realize that Stonehenge is connected with Cley Hill, thecomplex at 
Dorchestor with Eggardon Hill which shows much evidence of being a _ 

Dragon Hill, but I don't know which hill connects with Avebury. Per­
haps Silbury Hill might come into this, bit it isn't· a Dragon Hill 
in the sense that the others are. Perhaps the Dragon Line starts here. 

It was at Stonehenge that I had the impression of people in blue 
and gold rohes, a blue sun god, and the conviction that the people 
here had a beautiful blue colour dye which W2s peculiar to the people 
of Britain at that time. 



Then I found the blue sky god.of' Cley Hill and that this hill 
links with Glastonbury Tor, and that GlAi is Celtic for blue, and .:.1-
had nonhing to: do with woad as the archaeologists think of it in 
the name of' Glastonbury. This springs from the strong impression 
I had at Stonehenge -- 17Follow the clues, one thing will lead to 
another to show that you are on the. right traclt." 

Well9 if' blue links with our ancient gods, did the expression 
ublue blodded, referring to people w.i th a pure pedigree show an 
ancient tradition that our nobility sprang from the gods? Some 
Egyptian gods are shown 2s having bluish green skin. Was this just 
symbolic as a link with the gods who wore blue and gave the secret 
of the blue dye to them? Perhap·s the ctlour � b�):l_eand has gone 
greenish with the passing of time� 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
.............. _.�------ ........................................ ...... 

( Part .!) by ROSS NICHOLS 

An Dungean {Dingle) is a rambling little place with a ringed-
round h�rbour and a long stone jetty w�th plenty of little ships. 
The low houses, not particularly interesting in themselves, group 
picturesquely against the headlands and hills of the Slieve Mish. 
One remembers that.··County.Kerry is the farther west, out into the 
great sea, under which is the underwater land Tir-fa-toun. But the 
film "Ryan' s Daughter" has made it horribly popular from a couple n-·'1 
of years ago in summer� Its eating facilities are limited, it has 1 l. 
laid on a f'umfair and atlowed a radio company to destroy its calm · 

with loudspeaker music all day. It depends entirely upon motorists, 
for buses are.minimal. I can get to where ! want - Slea Head and 
the Blaskets .--only twice a week. 

I look upon the hill with a tall stone that points to the harbour 
whose jetty .I. als.o see. I have the telefish if I -vvant it and warmth�· 
But in ·the sun the sa.e ani shore sparkle, and it is all that an 
Irish village can be. Horses an0. carts go oy and people are riding 
now and then. The family includes a brother who is something of a 
student of things Gaelic and his son in his last year training for 
the,priesthood can discuss Boethius and Duns Scotus. Ho disapproves 
of the Pope's social pronoucements and thinks Aquinas is old hat -
Scotus is far more existentialist and therefore modern. That is what 
we heretics think too of our Celtic-Scot philosopher. 

Ho}.x Stone a,nd Possib_le L� 
Hence I tramped up the N-W hill out of' the village on the road 

called Goat Street and Yw'as brought up short by an unmistakeable 
very large Neolithic great stone with six cup-circles in a pattern, 
at one side of the road but certainly in the �;vay o:f traffic. It has 
a design of' cup-holes; five in a d iamond, then a hump of stone, 
then a single much larger hole. I reckoned it as orientated SE o.nd 
NVJ 9 but I had no compass with me o So I hailed a local elder. uHas 
this stone "been moved here from somewhere?" I asked. uwell it's � 

·never been moved in my time or some timu before," he said. nwas 
thel"e a church near here?u ,Yes, up tha hill9 but it's gone now." 
"Isn't the stone in the way of the pavement ?n u-It surely is. '11he 
council wanted to move it, but the local folk they was up in arms. 
It is 2.. holy stone, theysaid, and the council dicl not move it.H 

I completed my v.-alk amongst :fuschia-hedges, looking out upon 
rolling hills, going by a sort of river brigge and returning to 



D i ngle . l fet ched a compas s and went up Goat Street again . The stone 
wa s exact ly or ientated a s  I thought , the SE down the hill and pointed 
upon the new church; the NW I thought · mi ght go t o  the h i ll above , 
out a map was needed . I talked with another elder . In h i s  opinion 
al so it had never been moved. He agreed that it pointed at the new 
St Mary' s; i t  wa s the s i t e  of a much earl i e r  churcho ( The s tone i s  
de� i c ted as diagram A below ) . 

A very rough worlc ing of the ax i s  J\nfl only slcirt s the end of the 
loc al h i l l ,  Cnu ic-na-horan, I found , pa s s ing through the v illage of 
the same no..me , cro sse s  th•3 M i l lt own River, touche s  a spot he ight o:: 
515', pas ses just NE of 2. · spot he ight 753', goe s through Arnamore 
v i llage and land s at Dunac apple Islo.nd . Runn ing SE the l ine s eems to 
t ouch in part i cul2r, unles s i t s  run is really faul t y ,  a s  I have it; 
and it doe s touch Bull' s Head , wh i ch so·und s appropr iate: j u s t  a s  the 
other way it might touch St Dav id ' s  Head, al so I think l inked w ith 
the bull . W i thout a large er-s cale map th i s  l ino c annot be poss ibly 
worked out exa c t ly. 

If the local h i l l  - strewn w ith stones - or the 615' ·he ight 'Ne re 
either of them given t o  the cult of the goat - or bull -deity, and 
one conf irms that the s it<a of' the new ma in church was an 2.nc i e nt 
early cult-plac e; then meaning s  c an be suc;ge sted. After all th i s  i s  
Goat S t ree t . 

Novr the NW i s  the plac e of sac r if i c e  and death; the goat-g� 
stand s for nat ure , f or Pan, lat8r made the de v i lo The SE i s  the 
oppo s ite , the place of ne w sun-birth in m i dw inter, the Godde s s  a s  
Mother of the new sun . Now doe s the hump i n  the Holy Stone mean any­
th ing? I s  the whole stone a sort of Ordnance Surv e y  model? m:r so , it 
might mean: The NW s ide of Goat Hi ll i s  the de ath god , t o  who m  you · 
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9. 
you make four offerings - _-._s they did in Brittany - the f'our Foods 
of the Dead; the other SE side is the One Goddess who calls for a 
single' but grea te r offe ring. If' the Goat calls for bread (or 
ba rley� , 2nd salt,·VIine and honey, one knows into which holes· they 
would be put. The fifth and upper hole is for the tree of' e t� rnal 
life, the evergreen yew, with its two kinds of be rries. We are·in 
the re ligion of' Aversion from the pranks of the Heave nly BOat,· and 
propiti t2.e angr�r ghosts . 

If' the Sun's Mother calls for one offering it must-be milk - or water. 

But the hump might be meaningle ss ; in which case the whole th i ng 
point s SE rathe r than NW, and all six offerings go to the ancie nt 
Mother Night who produces Day . She feeds the dead� always hungry, and 
especially always thirsty - maybe beer was laid on for them as in 
Etrusc an cottf'ins: one notes that two of the f.our foods are more or 
less liquid� and so is milk - and mll�tleberry: the ghosts come- and 
lap up the watery then they can speak, by classical ideas. Maybe in­
deed the largest hole was for water. On Dartmoor water plus cakes and 
honey seem the essentials to put out for Samhuinn spirits. 

A newish book tells me that the Bullaun or Holy Stone lost a corner 
and use d to have 11 cupgoles. Which corner was knocked? The Holy 
Garden up Chape l Lane just there did hold the old village churc h, as 
the a ncient said, but it was disused from 1812. 

· 

That Dt is an ·ancient stone is implied by the tradition that you 
are not truly· in- Dingle until you have se ated yourself upon it - as 
upon a crowni�g . stona •. _ 

.. · -� ·.· l�- � - _j_· ':.. ..... _ �.�.1 ·. ·. · :'.lJ · 

'J:owards Miltol.,·n are two stones called the Gates of Glory. Kilfotmtain 
6ld churchyax'd h-::--.s ogham st·ones9 one with BQODDT in oc.ham f:�. cript -
perhaps initials. One guesses something in b:::-;, d Latin: }�x quo 
O'Cohnore (or-i) Deodata inte gro : -" BY this hip:h charcter - or, 
hone st Ilk'l..!l- O'Connor, this (stone?) is given to God0 (assummg a 
f' emini nenoun for stone and giving 0' Connor third de'clension ) . 

Another mile out we·have F i ve Forts, the mounds given,, one to Bar­
ley, the reat to var ious unpleasant :forms of. crows9 so'here is old 
Bran the Raven-god - descending, shall we say, :from the Mount of Saint 
Brandon into the river valley , entering his darlc demesne here· .. by the 
Gates of Glory, whilst the Go2t descends by �nothcr path; they com­
bine at the Holy Ground, the usual meiosis for a place of s�crif'ice to 
the dark old. goddess. 

It is only fair to say that Ca th olic entymologists would not agree 
about the link of Brandon with Bran the Raven. According to them when 
he was baptised a drip of vvater fell on his head , and in Gaelic some­
thing very like his name does mean a drip. The saint was named from 
it and no ravens are in question. However, traces of the O.wd Religion 
are; everywhere this Raven-god i n  some shape is linked with·sacri:fice, 
war:fare, and the deHth-:feeling gener�lly. One pe rhaps prefers making 
Brandon a "bi t of f! tough type but� a bit of -,_a drip. 

()()()()( )()()()(()( ) 
SALISBURY & SHAFIDESBURY: Andrew Challce who lives at 232, 

Devizes Road, Sa1isbury, and w orks near Sha:ftesbury would like to 
contact anyone whp li ve s somewhere near these �eas who is interested 
in studying leys. ***********"'"ten' ///**;;.;* 

I should be grateful ifi anyone who saw any of the UFOs reported 
in the Low Row area would writ to me, or anyone interested in 
UFOs in that area or generally would write to me their inte rest 
would be greatly appreciated - T.F.Th<Dmas,. 18? _-_Manor. Way, Ty-Sign 
Estate, Rise,, Monmouthshire. ********** 



1 0 .  

BOOK REVIEWS 

MEGAL I THS IN H I STORY ( THArli:ES & HUD SON � £2-25 ) 
"by GI,YN DAN"IEL Though _ less intr i guing than the purpo se of 

r· . . . . ·. .·- -; . . . .. 1 _the i r  9 0 J:?.D t fuc t i op. .i,� ppel)._� s�or;i.q t_�I!les�. - . 
man ' s fa s c :lha� � on " f o r  al'ld revere nc e ·' · t-otj·arhs·· -'·rucle st one '"' monufuent s--ru. 
nJ.-s t o r i.cal .� t i"me · is·'-.nctr,-, _, �i- tho1.1.t iilt e.re st 7 - -.fJ.drr. >' chro1.:.gl1 the .". c oi1.t tnu ings 
i n£ l uence o f  t he megal iths we may deduce so mething of the i r  o rig inal 
purpose and impo rtance . 

Dr Glyn Dan iel � an expe rt o n  the histo ry of archae o lo g i cal th ought � 
delivered a lecture o n  this sub j ect as the Walter Neurath �.1e.mo r ial 
Le cture in 1 �;7 2 9  and it is now .... "va i lab le in a smart ly-produced s l im 
vo lume with a :f ine select io n of pho t o graphs, prints and diagrams. 
Though le:v hunters may :f eel host il i ty - e ven an imosity - towards the 
wri ter t s. cautious ( if not wilfullJr "blinJ:\.:ered ) app ro ach towarcLs cur ­
rent revelat i o n s  on the quality o f  -prehis t o ric socie t y, · t tis b o o k  ·i s . - · ·  
most info rmat ive �_nd ha rdly di sagre e aole in its viewpoi:nt s .  

D r  Daniel give s a detailed and reaso ned argu.111ent o n  the resolut i o n  
o f  paganism into Christ i anity - wit h the the ad�it i o n  o f'  crosses t o  
me nh i r s , · and churche s  built within prehis t o ric stone c i rcles and 
earthwo rl{ S o He is aware of the del i'b e a rateness i1 i th wh ich such . s it e s 
were cho s

.
en and deduces that the me galith bu�lde rs ' fa ith . survived 

int o the M ido.le Ages 9 though does not g ive ap.y notion that- .. th �s vvas 
as most ley hunters agre e � due t o  the sanctit y of the sites ·as po\ve r 
centres . He makes no re:fere nce in th _ o o ok to 1 1  st raight trackers : 1 ,  
( do es he now accept u s ? ) but take s a swipe at Prof. Lyle ( e rrone ou sly 
re rred t o as Leo l 0 Bo rst u v,rho, admittedly 9 has eccent r i c  views about 
megaliths and no - sure knowledge of' them ne'Te rthele s s  • • •  Bo rst thinks 
he f inds traces of henge monument s under e1Eery cathedral he visits. " 

In . addit ion to conside r ing the inco rpo rat i o n  of' megalit h into 
Chr ist i an ity he show s del ightful pictures of clo.lmens 'Nh i ch have 
sub se quently become 2. barn, cowshed, gare. ge and ca:fe ! 

He notes hpw the r ich l'"'e-e receted me gali ths on the i r  land and even 
c o nstructed to t a lly art if i c a i a l  f' o ll ies to resemole p rehisto ric mon­
uments. I get the im_)reasion he has a sneaking adm i ration f or t oday t  s 
Dru ids, and admi t s  the ·· ' D :r·uids of p rotohisto ry may quite we ll be the 
prie s thmod of the e �rl ie r megalithic reigio n o It would "be an amus i ng 
turn round of our thiru{ i ng if� having scoffed in a supe r i o n  way at 
Aubrey, Stukele y, anc� Rowlands f o r resto ring the megalith s to the 
Druids 9 we are now rest o r ing the Druid s of hist o ry· to the me galiths 
of preh isto ry .  Th is may "be t o o  · l,_:.nt a way of put t ing it , but I :f ind 
it d iff i cult to e nv i s cJ.ge why the re shoul(-:;_ o e  a Chri stian occupat i o n  
of some me ga!lithic ·sites 9 unle s s  a real t radition o f  the i r  imp i :btance 
asxspe cial and sacred places was car ried through the pe riod of the 
Bronze Age and Early Iron ancl ba rbarian Europe and. i nt o  h i s t o r ic t i me s_. '  

If only D r  Daniel woul� consider why su�h sites are ssnec ial and 
sacred. 

&&&&&&t�&&&&&&& 

CAN YOU SPBAI{ ��U S£AN ? ---- - - - ------ ---

}JY Patr ick Mo o�e ( David & cllarles , £2-7 5 ·. 

Patr ick Mo o re b egins bh 
expla ini�g that h is b o ol 
is about " independent 
thinke rs n and not " cranks" 

The sco pe is ove ra 1 co smology. The a i m  e.ppa ,� rs to be the ach ieve ment 
of' ob j ect ivi ty9 noting that t hroughout h isto r:sr sho rt shr ift has be e n 
give en to independent tgin1nard 9 many of' VJho m  �e now hailed f o r  the i r  
b re ak s  through. 
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· Much t i me i s s pe nt re lat ing the the o :V i e s of flat e a rthe r s y  
ho ll ovv e a rthwrs and Ve l ikov sky. Thankfu])_y leys and our know-
ledge of preh i st o r i c  a s t ronomy who -L ly di sprogs · the:; s e , and i t  i s  
int e re s t ing that Mo o re do e s no t t a g  the l ike s o f  Tho rn  anc_ Bo r s t  a s  
" inde pe nclent th ink$ r s : : . 

I t ' s  a good romp t r ough c:Vazy the o r i e s �  the re ' · s a  b it t e r  ac c �unt 
o:f .. _- t ge Ae t gw r ius S o c i e ty, ano_ a l s o  he t 2 c kl e s W i lhe l m  Re i ch ,  
Geo rge. de l e  Warr , .!&.damsk i , von Dan iken 5 .A_t lant i s ,  and the man who 
spe ak s  .f lu�nt Venu s i an ,  

I : Vf:oulc1 suo sc r ibe t o  s o me o f  t:g& inde pe ndent thinl-ce r s  1 v i ew s he re in 
and na tura l ly am amu s e d oy o ther s ,  It re a lly is s t range _·_ t o  :f ind the o ddbaltlt 
and e c c ent ri c  t o ge the r re la t e d  t o genuine g re at t ruth s .  A d i sturb ing c o m­
p i l at i on by th� me :Ve j ux t a�:J O S i t i on . 

BOB DYLAN � Anthony S c adut o ( Abacus 7 5 p ) 
The poe t of the jukeb ox , Bob Dylan y only want e d  t o  b e  Elv i s  

Pre s l e y  but w e  made h i m  " Chri st re v i s i t e d" . Robe rt Z i mme rman i s  
no t div ine , ye t ph i l o s o ph i c al ly he t ruly an swe r s  mo s t  pe op l e ' s , 
f e a r s  and p roo l e ms in h i s s ongs . The autho r p o rt ray s the s inge r . 
and po e t  sympat�e t i c al ly ye t f a i l s t o  g ra sp the ful l value of h i s 
mu s i c a l  ma s t e ry ;  p o e t i c al maturity and shrewd ou s ine s s  s e n s e  • . .  

Sac dut o i s  unab le ·· t o  re a l i ze that Dylan - if no th ing e l s e  - i s . a 
mys t i c o Anyone who ha s stud i e d  the rie s t e rn My s t e ry T rad i t i o n  and 
Tre e of l1 if e w i l l' re c o gni ze s i mi l a r i t i e s in the s ong s wi th mag i c al 
pra � t i .c� e , and be �ng a Jew , Dylan ' s cur rent s tud i e s int o . the Heb rew 
f a i th are hardly surpr i s ing . 

The analy s i s  oi Dylan ' s s ong s i s  l e f t  t o  the wo rd s � · and the re 
is no at t e mpt t q _ g ra s p  the f ine s se of the mus i c a l  s e n s ib i l ity s o · 
car�ful ly c re at e d  • . Eve n  a s  a s ong analy s t , Sac dut o i s . d i s appo int ing o · 

Whe re he sc o re s  he av i ly i s . i.n h i s  de d i c a t i o n  t o  chroni c l i ng · 
Dylan ' s f o rmat ive ye a r 9 ; of. h i s  f r i e nd s  and mu s i c a l  c o mpat r i o t s .. 

Ye t he f a i l s  t o  b � ing h o me the wa rmth that wa s in T oby Thomp s on ' s  
b o ok , " Po s i t ive ly Ma in St re e t n , 0 1_.. the mu s i c a l  i :nf' luenc e s  s o  
ab s o ro ingly . de l ine at e d i n  M i chae l  Gray ' s " S ong and D anc e Manl f . 

Sc adut o a l s o  appear s t o  have almo st g iven up h i s  re po rt ing 
t e chni que of int e rv i ew ing Dyaan ' s f r i e nd s  whe n  he c o me s  t o  1965 
onv.rards . The i mp re s s i on i s  that he b e c a me b o re d  w i th the p ro j e c t  
- o r  i t  b e c ame t o o  c o s t ly and t i me -c onsuming . And the pe r i o d  f ro m  
1 967 onwa rd s i s  undoub t e dly the mo s t  s i gnif i c ant , f o r during i t  
Dylan me l l owe d and s e e me d  t o  f ind h i ms e lf . 

Hav ing be en mys e lf a Dylano lo g i s t  s ince 1965, I f e e l  q_ua l if i e d  
t o  make the ab ove c o mment s y  but a l s o  e cho Bob ' s own c o mment o n  the 
book , " I  l ike your o o ok . That ' s the we i rd th ing . n 

&&&&&&(':&&&& 

THE FLY ING SAUCER STORY 
by Brins�ey l e  )?_o_� _Trench 
( Jande m ,_35p )  

I mus t  admi t t o  not agre e ing 
w i th a :fa i r  p ro p o rt i o n  of 
Brins l e y  l e  Po e r  Trench ' s  
v i ew s , but would ag re e tha t he 
i s  the mo s t  re adabl e  and l e a s t  

c ranlcy o r  " pu shyn l}..f o l o gy autho r . H e  manage s t o  lce e p  a c a l m  f inge r 
on the pul se of uf o l o gy and g ive s e ve ry shade of o p ini on a f a i r  
he a r ing , w i thout be ing c onde s c e nding o r  darrming . He i s  ove ral l a 
gent le man . 

• 
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Be c au s e  I am no t a hardl ine r on any a spe c t  of UFO s I c an r e c o mmend 
th i s  upda t e d  b o ok a s  a p r i me r . Apart f ro m  produc ing a c o mprehe n s ive 
ac c ount of the ba ckground to the f lying sauc e r s  and tho se wh o s e e  
and re s e a rch the m ;  he c o me s  out i n  f avour o f  spac e sh i p s  f ro m  o the r 
wo rlds vi s i t ing Ea rth o I a m  curr ent ly a s c e pt i c  upo n  ext ra t e rre s t ­
r i al v i s i t at i on .  

Y et h e  ref e r s  t o  leys 9 Gla s t onoury Z o d i a c , Na z c a , o rtho t e ny and 
the ama z ing prope rt ie s of quart z o  As he s a�r s on p o  1 0 2 - 1 1 The l� e y  
Hunt e r s  are do ing a r e markao lw go o d  j ol') o f  \Yo rk bu:_tr t h e y  ne e d  many 
mo re me mbe r s  t o  e nab l e  the m t o  c a r ry out the i r  v a s t  pro gramme o Who ' s 
f o r  l e y  hunt ing ? H  Who inde e d ?  The pre s e nt int e r e s t  in le�v s  wa s 
spawne d by uf o l o gy v i a  Me s s r s � We dd ,  Goddard , He s e l t on ,  Trench and 
M i che l l , and s o mewhat ext ra o rd ina r i ly the two sub j e c t s  have b e c ome 
who l ly d iv i de d  in the mind s  of r e s e arche r s  int o e i the r sub j e c t o 
Mo s t  l ike ly the an swe r l i e s in the o c cult o 

I may have done t he autho r an in j us t i c e  in my rev i ew of 1 1 The 
Et e rnal Sub j e c t "  in i mp lyinrr that he gradual ly c ame t o  p r o mo t e  the 
o c cult s i de of uf o l o gy o  Bo o k s  pub l i she r� by h i m. in 1 9 6 0 , 1 9 6 2  and 
1 9 6 4  de alt ve ry much w i th the o c cul t o 

C9c_�:;(1}����@:?c@8c -- -----
..I... 

( S � dgw i ck & Ja c k s o n ,  
£3- 25 ) . 

TH� DRAGON & THE D I SC 

" The re ARE dragon s ; the r e  ARE d i s c s . In the ful lne s s  of t i me we 
may reach a s t a t e  in wh i ch the t ruth ab out the s e  th ing s b e c o me s  
p l a in � " S o  says Mr Ho l i day , but if dragon and UF10 re s e a rch wa s . l ef t  
s o l e ly t o  t h e  l ike s o f  h i m  w e  would_ neve r g e t  v e ry f a r . "When a l l  
the wrong c o nc lu s i ons have b e e n  drawn , s o me one w i l l  draw the r i ght 
one • •  o F indi ng out ao out dragons wa s i nev i t ab l e . rrhe y ai•e no myth ; 
the y re al ly do ex i s t . But what they a re and why the y we re c a l l e d  ev i l  
c an only l) e re s o lve d b y  s tudying t h e  pa:"ca l l e l  my s t e ry o f'  the Fly ing 
D i s c  f o r  thi s i s  the way the r i ddle s e e ms t o  oe c onst ru_c t e d o  11 Al l 
th i s  sound s f a mi l i a r  t o  th o s e who r e ad John M i che l l ' s 1 9 67 b o olc �  
" The Ply ing Sauc e r  Vi s i on" ·wh i ch i t  s e e ms Ho l i day ha s no t r e a d  ( ev e n  
though t h e  s ame pub l i sh e r  produc e d  it � ) . John ' s b o ok wa s a g re at 
s t i mulus to l e y  re s e a rch and al l i e d  phe no mena , inc lud ing dragons and 
UFO s ,  but now re a d s  a s  a rathe r dat e d  wo rk ,  though John - t o  para­
pha s e  h i m - s a i d  ab out two ye a r s  ag o t o  me : n r t wa s the; r i ght b o ok 
f' o r i t s t i me . 1 1 S o  why , Mr Ho l iday , do l i t t l G  mo r e  in 1 97 3  than r e pe at 
the the me and v i ewp o int ? 

As f o r  l e y s  he make s the a s t ound ing c la i m  that : H The nature of the 
Bronze Age s t ra i ght l ine my s t e ry ha s ha rdly b e en s c ra t che d ,  le t 
alone expl o re d. . 1 '  C o me of'f i t  o r . e y s  are ment i one d of t e n  enough "by the 
me dia nowaday s ;  the "b ib l i o graphy on the m i s  s t a gg e r ing and numb e r of 
re s e arche r s  re lat ive ly large o And if the autho r had any re gard f o r 
ac curacy he c ould b e  ac c o rde d s o me re spe c t , but we have , f o r  instanc e , 
the Pollard ins t e ad of Lamb t on W o rm c o ming out of' the \'Ye ar , and 
that of Sp indle s t on Heugh wa s n o t  wa she d  up by the s e a  de s p i t e  h i s  
f anc iful t ale . A s  w i th phy s i c a l  UI:·O s ,  I f ind the no t i on of o rgan i c  
dra gons hard t o  swa l l ow ,  th ough in pa s s age s he appe ar s t o  b e  c on­
v inc e d  of the i r  s o l i d i t y  in o the r s  he i s  s c e pt i c al o Ho l i day i s  b e m­
u s e d and h i s nondogmat i s m l e ad s  t o  a mo s t  unsat i sf a c t o ry c onc lu s i on 
t o  the b o ok .  Hav ing r e s e a r ch e d_  a l')o ok on No rthumb r i an dragon s I c an 
a s e.ure h i m  the i r  a r e  a mul t i t'll<1e of l ike ly exp l anat i ons f o r the 
dragon. Hi s a c c ount s of' expe d i t i ons to S c o t t i sh and I r i sh l ake s are 
ab out the only wo rthVlh i le part s in the b o ok .  Th i s  MUS T  b e  the damp 
s qu ib of the ye a r .  


